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 S.O.J.E.S.'s A DAY OF REMEMBRANCE 

Celebrating the fourth anniversary of the discovery of the Sugar Land 95 

Sugar Land, TX (Feb 19, 2022). The Society of Justice and Equality for the People of Sugar 
Land will host a celebration to commemorate the fourth anniversary of the discovery of the 
Sugar Land 95. The celebration will take place on February 19, 2022, from 11 am to 1 pm at 1 
Fluor Daniel Drive in Sugar Land, TX. This is a free event open to the public. 

 

On February 19, 2018, unmarked graves holding the remains of 95 former prison inmates were 
discovered on a Fort Bend Independent School District’s construction site by a driver. The 
former inmates were a part of the prison’s convict leasing system, a new form of slavery where 
inmates were exploited for manual labor. A Day of Remembrance is an event for the community 
to learn about and honor the Sugar Land 95.  

 

The convict leasing system was inhuman and wrong. Like slavery, it was abusive and benefited 
select people. The discovery of the Sugar Land 95 introduced an opportunity for the community 
to address the racial injustices embedded in its history. 

 

S.O.J.E.S is excited to have award-winning historian Matthew J. Mancini, Ph.D., author of “One 
Dies, Get Another: Convict Leasing in the American South: 1866-1928 to speak with the 
community about the history of convict leasing in Sugar Land. “Mancini's speech will focus on 
one of the most exploitative labor systems in America’s history” Robin Cole, President of 
S.O.J.E.S. 

 

Dr. Christie Whitebeck, Superintendent of FBISD, and County Commissioner Ken DeMerchant 
will also be in attendance. 

### 

The Society of Justice & Equality for the People of Sugar Land is a non-profit community 
organization dedicated to educating the community of Sugar Land on the history of racial 
oppression and social injustice.  
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For more information regarding A Day of Remembrance and S.O.J.E.S, visit 
www.sojesjustice.org 

 


